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Young workers risk profiles:

• They may not perceive when something is unsafe.
• They are often hesitant to ask questions or speak up about concerns.
• It is important to understand the factors that can impact their health and safety.

PCBUPCBU’s must ensure the work environment and the way young employees do their job is safe and 
healthy, regardless of the type and terms of their employment. This includes protecting young workers 
from both physical and psychological workplace hazards. Employers of young workers should:

• Understand young workers' risk profile
• Ensure a safe and healthy workplace
• Provide information, training, instruction and supervision
• Develop a positive workplace culture.

Consider the tasks you give to new and young workers given their skills, abilities and experience. Consider the tasks you give to new and young workers given their skills, abilities and experience. 
Before a young person begins work, a PCBU should identify the gaps in the worker's knowledge and 
assess their ability to work safely. Competency should be tested. It is not sufficient to accept a young 
worker's assurance that he or she is experienced and competent.

It’s important for young workers to actively participate in the way that work health and safety is mana-
ged. This means taking induction and training seriously, using the risk management process for work 
tasks and asking for help before starting a task they're not familiar with or comfortable carrying out.

Statistics

From 2015 to 2019, there have been on average 
102 workers’ compensation claims accepted each 
year involving a crane.

More Information from can be obtained from the 
Workplace Health and Safety QLD web site.
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